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with the route and portages from lake to lake, and the
usual summer haunts of the Indian hunter, they determined
to make the grand circuit by Gull, Leech, Cass, and Win-
nepegosish Lakes, and descending the Mississippi from its
head, pick up the stray hunters and rice-gatherers of their
enemy, and attack the village of the western Ojibways at
Sandy Lake. Carrying this plan of their campaign into
execution, the Dakotas ascended the Crow Wing and Gull
Rivers into Gull Lake, from the northern extremity of
which they made their first portage. Carrying their-ca-
noes about two miles, they again embarked on Lake Sib-
ley ; making another portage, they passed into White Fish,
or Ud-e-kum-ag Lake, and through a series of lakes into
Wab-ud-ow Lake, where they spilt the first Ojibway blood,
killing a hunter named Wab-ud-ow (White Gore), from
which circumstance the lake is named to this day by the
Ojibways. From this place they passed into Gauss Lake,
where again they massacred an unfortunate hunter with
his wife and children. The tale of this transaction is
briefly as follows:—

An Ojibway named Min-ah-ig-want-ig (Drinking Wood),
was travelling about in his birch bark canoe, with his
family, making his summer hunt. One evening, after dark,
he arrived at Gauss Lake, where seeing a long line of fires
lighting the shore, and supposing it to be the encampment
of a war party of Rainy Lake Ojibways on their way to
the Dakota country, he silently but confidently approached
the shore to camp with them. On hearing, however, the
language of their enemies spoken, he discovered his mis-
take, and quickly backing out, he entered the mouth of a
little creek, and pushing his canoe into a clump of tall grass,
or rushes, he and his family passed the night in the canoe,
within plain hearing of the loud talking and singing of
their enemies.

Towards morning the foolish hunter, placing his paddle



